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COmmunity Work Party Inside This Issue
Sat. July 12t — 9:00AM - meet at the Lake Park Community Work Party

Car Prowls

1
1
We are organizing a volunteer community work zl‘:;";e;v::me project st ;
party to complete various community projects Firoworks 5
and general upkeep. River Park 4
Drugs
In order to continue to keep the Annual Dues Anngual Shareholders Meeting :
low, we are scheduling some projects to be The Gate 5
completed “in-house” by volunteer residents. Help Calendar of Upcoming Events 6
us avoid having to pay contractors by volunteering
your time. Even if you are not a skilled laborer your
hands are needed for a morning of work projects. Multiple Car Prowls Reported in
Teams will be organized to participate in roadside . .
trash pick-ups, painting projects, cleaning the park Rainbow Sprlngs
picnic tables and pads, weed whacking, pruning Please be aware that an increase of car prowls
and repairing some vandalism. Volunteering helps has been reported recently in Rainbow Springs.
keep our Annual Dues from increasing. Fight back and prevent becoming a victim.
. If you can’t use your garage to secure your
High Schoolers who need volunteer hours to vehicles park them in a well lit area. Always lock
graduate are encouraged to participate. all vehicles. Never leave any valuables like GPS

units inside your car. Keep car alarms activated.

Bring your work gloves and show up ready to make Be vigilant and report any suspicious behavior to

a difference in our community. 911. Remember, nothing is more effective than
an alert neighbor




Summer Home Project List

Summer is the time to complete those neglected projects around your property. You might want to
address some items that will make your home more secure and safe as well. Being a good neighbor
and keeping your property well maintained, will help keep up all surrounding home values.

* Install motion security lighting

* Make sure mailboxes are in good repair and are properly labeled

* Make sure your home is identified with legible house numbers which will aid first responders
* Maintain landscaping and prune trees and shrubs

* Remove unsightly items and derelict vehicles on your property

e (Clean moss and debris from roof
* Clean gutters

* Paint house

* Repair fencing

* Pressure wash surfaces

i AW

III! 5 "

Slow Down!

The speed limit in the community is 15 mph. School is out

and kids and their pets are out enjoying our neighborhood.

We ask that you respect and adhere to the speed limit so
that those who walk, run and play in our community are
afforded the highest degree of safety. Our narrow roads

are not designed for higher speeds. Also please stop at all
STOP signs. There have been a number of near misses.

—————

SPEED
LIMIT

15

Skin Cancer Rate Extremely High
in Washington State

Did you know that Washington has a much higher skin
cancer rate than much sunnier states such as Texas,
Arizona, Nevada, California and Florida? It is true, the
Puget Sound area ranks 4t nationally for the highest
number Melanoma cases. Why? Because we just don’t
use as much sunscreen as the rest of the nation. Our
endless days of rain and clouds give a false sense of
safety, when in fact Sunscreen should be worn even on
cloudy days. Just one really good burn can increase
your chance of skin cancer later on. Our over usage of
tanning beds is also another factor. Using a tanning bed
increases your risk of Skin Cancer 75%, no matter how
safe they claim the bulbs to be.




July 4t — |s not a week-long Holiday

Few people who live here in unincorporated Snohomish County realize that legal fireworks are only legally allowed on
July 4t from 9:00AM to Midnight. Many HOAs have allowable specific times written into their covenents. Rainbow
Springs abides by the county regulations. Most people do not know that using fireworks all other times is against
regulations and fines can be levied if caught. Year after year residents are subjected to weeks of loud fireworks which
disturbs the peace, and causes pets to be anxious and stressed. The illegal types of fireworks purchased at Boom City
on the reservation are not legal to detonate anywhere off of Tribal Land. Firecrackers, Bottle Rockets, Sky Rockets
and explosive M-80s are all illegal off of Tribal Land, and are the cause of 90% of all fire-works related fires.
Fireworks should not be detonated after Midnight on July 4. With the holiday on a Friday this year people are likely to
attend more parties. Be especially careful driving. Remember that alcohol and fireworks is a dangerous combination.
Stay safe and be a good and considerate neighbor. Make sure your pets are contained and cannot run away, when
frightened by the noise. Before attending 4t of July gatherings, or setting off fireworks, always check with that local
municipality’s regulations. The following are the regulations for local municipalities: Remember that due to risk of fire, all
fireworks are banned from Rainbow Springs parks. Be safe, use good judgment, and have fun.

*  Arlington: July 4t — 9:00AM to Midnight

* Bothell: July 4t - 9:00AM to 11:00PM

* Brier: July 4 — 9:00AM to 11:59PM

* Darrington: July 4t — 9:00AM to 11:59PM

* Edmonds: Banned

» Everett: Banned

* (Gold Bar: Banned

*  Granite Falls: July 4t — 9:00AM to 11:59PM

* Lake Stevens: July 4" — 9:00AM to Midnight

e Lynnwood: July 4t - 9:00AM to 11:00PM

e Marysville: July 4t — 9:00AM to 11:00PM

e Mill Creek: Banned

*  Monroe: July 4t — 9:00AM to Midnight

* Mountlake Terrace: Banned

* Mukilteo: Banned

* Seattle: Banned

» Stanwood: June 28! to July 5t between noon and 11:00PM

* Sultan: June 28t Between noon and 11:00PM, June 29t through July 314 Between 9:00AM and 11:00PM, July
4th - 9:00AM to Midnight, July 5t between 9:00AM and Midnight

* Unincorporated Snohomish County - July 4t - 9:00AM to Midnight

* Woodway: Banned




River Park Do you know where your kids
Now that summer is here many residents will be are? ...and what they are domg’)

enjoying a refreshing dip in the river. Keep in mind
that the South Fork of the Stillaguamish river is fed
by melting snow pack and glaciers. The water is still
deceptively cold and hypothermia is quite possible.

There have been several reports of drug activity by
youth in our parks. Some kids as young as 12 years
old, have been witnessed smoking pot. One resident

Please help us keep our River Park safe and clean. alerted a neighbor of their child’s activity only to be told.
Pack out all litter and beverage containers. Only | | 'Kids will be kids’. Drug paraphernalia has also been
park with your current valid Parking Pass visible, or | | found at both parks, including needles. Although

be subiect to towina. K ts und marijuana is now legal for adults, it is still illegal for
Zgﬁtglait :IISEnE(s: oobgmg pozfepdytc))lljjrrnpgasn:nar?c; underage teens, and has been found to be harmful for

out out all fires when leaving the beach area. still developing brains. However you view drug usage,

Accompany vour auests when using the beach. And one fact is evident and undeniable, when drug usage
panyy g. ) . g . ' increases, so does crime. Curfew is 10 PM, and kids
keep an eye on swimming children at all times.

are often seen roaming around late at night. Be an
involved and aware parent.

Annual Shareholders Meeting

Our Spring Annual Shareholders Meeting was the most attended shareholders meeting in the last 4 years. The
Annual Budget (as presented in the Spring Newsletter) was reviewed, discussed, and passed unanimously.

The overall financial health of the association was reviewed, and reported to be better than it has been since
the housing crisis began. The number of foreclosures and short sales has slowed down for the first time in
years. While we still fall short of the mandatory emergency reserve funds in savings, which is required by state
law, we are much better off than we were a year ago.

The Bylaws are currently being updated and will go to the general membership for a vote once our attorney
signs off on the proposed changes.

The board of directors currently has several open positions. Those who are interested in becoming involved
with overseeing the association’s finances, and property maintenance, are invited to attend the monthly board
meetings. The meetings usually last only one hour per month. Get involved and be a part of the solution for a
better community. We need more volunteer board members to avoid having to hire an outside property
management firm to oversee operations, which would dramatically increase our Annual Dues.




The Gate... What it is... and what it is not by John Angell, BoD

We often have many questions about the gate ..... Well, let's try and answer some of them.

Q- "What is the gate?"

A - ltis a "deterrent”. The gate was never intended to keep people out, or to add security to living in our community. NOTHING can keep
non-residents, burglars, or other prowlers out! At anytime - anyone can walk into our community past the gate. If you wait long enough,
someone will drive in or out opening the gate, and at this point, anyone can drive in. Also, punching numbers on the key-pad can open
the gate. Recently, we asked a pizza delivery person how they got in, and he said "l just punch these numbers and it opens!

Q - "Why is the gate open during week days?"
A - This is to allow other business activity to occur in our community such as school busses; deliveries; garbage pick-up, and other such
services.

Q - "Why can't we just give them a code or a remote?"

A - Let's talk about school busses. Fist, we are not the only gated community in this area. For bus drivers, they do not always get the
same route or bus. There is no way every bus and every bus driver will know how to get into every gated community. As for deliveries,
such as UPS or Fed-Ex, These drivers often do drive different routes, and again, different vehicles. Again, it is not practical to provide
codes and remotes in this case.

Q - "How come the gate opens so slowly?"
A - The gate gets "heavy use" and the electric motor does wear out in time. We recently replaced the motor. We could have gotten one
that opens faster, but would not last as long. Instead, we opted for a heavier duty motor that will last longer, but runs a bit slower.

Q - "So, why do we have the gate?"

A - Again, itis a "deterrent". Itis the difference between locking a door and not locking a door. IF you lock your car, no one can simply
come by and just open your door, but if someone really wants in your car, they will just grab a rock and throw it through the window. No
gate can ever keep out someone, who really wants to get in!

Q - "Then what good is the gate to me?"

A - Here are a few points - because of the gate, your property value is higher, and your home owners insurance is lower. The gate is
there to limit non-residence accessibility to the river and the lake. But we know the gate does not do it all, that is why we all have parking
passes for the lake & river parks.

Q - Why was the gate open for over a month last winter?

A - On Dec. 20t there was an early morning snowfall and a resident coming in at 6:00AM slid backwards down the hill on the ice and
backed into the gate, bending the metal. It took over a month for the vendor to come out, assess the damage, order the parts, and remove
the gate to be re-welded.

Also, people have made other requests regarding the usage of the gate ... such as giving entrance priority to people with remotes. This is
just not practical ... We are not going to create a "remote only lane" and a lane for the key-pad. Just use some simple courtesy, and
common sense. If someone is in front of you at the keypad, either be patient, or use your remote to open the gate for both of you.

Some have asked about re-programming the codes. This is not that simple, and someone would need to spend many days and hours re-
entering the codes for all 223 lots, and a mailing would need to go out to all residents about the new codes. Right now our board is
stretched to the max. Some have suggested taking the gate out. If we did, there would no longer be a deterrent for outsiders using the
river park beach, and we would find more non-residents at the beach, limiting our resident’s accessibility. Also, property values would go
down and insurance rates could increase - this includes the insurance paid on behalf of the community which could result in an increase
of annual dues.

Regarding the security cameras: We have had a few requests for security video from people who have had issues. The only way
these tapes can be made available is if law enforcement feels there is something of value on the tapes and requests copies. Only law
enforcement can access the video in the course of obtaining evidence.



DON'T FORGET TO PUT YOUR
ALUMINUM CANS OUT AT CURBSIDE,
ON SUNDAYS BY 4 PM, TO SUPPORT
TROOP 114

Check out our community website

http://www.rscconline.org

Calendar of Upcoming Events

JULY 2014
Fri. July 4" _ Legal Fireworks 9AM to Midnight
Sat. July 12" - Community Work Party — meet at Lake
Park at 9:00 AM
Wed. July.. 16" — @ 6:30 PM; Monthly BOD Meeting @
Granite Falls Fire Station 86 — Getchell Station

AUGUST 2014
Wed. Aug.. 20" — @ 6:30 PM; Monthly BOD Meeting @
Granite Falls Fire Station 86 — Getchell Station

SEPTEMBER 2014
Wed. Sept.. 17" - @ 6:30 PM; Monthly BOD Meeting @
Granite Falls Fire Station 86 — Getchell Station

Summer brings increased fire danger, be sure and observe all Burn Bans
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